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How to Apply Wax Finishes and Clean

with Solvents in Woodworking

In woodworking, achieving a smooth, lustrous finish on your projects is the hallmark of a
skilled craftsman. One of the most effective methods to enhance and protect your wood
pieces is by using a woodworking wax finish. When combined with the proper use of a

solvent cleaner, you can achieve professional results that highlight the natural beauty of the
wood. Here's a step-by-step guide to help you master the application of wax finishes and
the use of solvents in your woodworking projects.

Preparing the Surface

Before applying any finish, it’s crucial to prepare the surface of the wood. Start by sanding
the wood with progressively finer grits of sandpaper, finishing with a fine grit (220 or
higher). This creates a smooth surface for the wax to adhere to and highlights the wood
grain. After sanding, remove all dust and debris with a tack cloth or a vacuum.

Choosing the Right Wax

Selecting the appropriate woodworking wax finish is essential. There are various types of
waxes available, including paste wax, liquid wax, and beeswax. Paste wax is popular for its
durability and rich finish, while liquid wax is easier to apply but may require more frequent
reapplications. Beeswax is a natural option that provides a soft, warm glow.
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Applying the Wax Finish

Application Tools: Use a clean, lint-free cloth or a fine steel wool pad (0000 grade) for
applying the wax. Steel wool can help work the wax into the wood grain, providing a more
even application.

Wax Application: Scoop a small amount of wax onto your cloth or steel wool pad. Apply the
wax in circular motions, working it into the wood grain. Ensure even coverage across the
entire surface. Avoid over-application, as excess wax can lead to a sticky finish.

Buffing: Allow the wax to sit for a few minutes, then buff the surface with a clean, dry cloth.
Buffing brings out the shine and smoothness of the finish. For a higher sheen, repeat the
waxing and buffing process once more.

Cleaning with Solvent Cleaners

Over time, wood surfaces can accumulate dirt, grime, and old wax, which dulls the finish.
Using a solvent cleaner is an effective way to clean and prepare the surface for a fresh
application of wax.

Choosing the Right Solvent: Mineral spirits are commonly used as a solvent cleaner in
woodworking. They effectively dissolve old wax and remove dirt without damaging the
wood.

Application: Dampen a cloth with the solvent cleaner and gently wipe down the wood
surface. Avoid soaking the wood; a light application is sufficient. Work in small sections to
ensure even cleaning.

Removing Residue: After cleaning, use a clean, dry cloth to remove any remaining solvent
residue. Allow the wood to dry completely before applying a new coat of wax.

Maintaining the Finish

Regular maintenance is key to keeping your wood pieces looking their best. Periodically dust
the surface with a soft cloth and reapply wax as needed to restore shine and protection. If
the finish begins to look dull, repeat the cleaning process with a solvent cleaner before

applying a new wax coat.

Applying a woodworking wax finish and cleaning with solvent cleaners are essential skills for
any woodworker. By following these steps, you can achieve a beautiful, durable finish that
enhances the natural charm of your wood projects. With the right products and techniques,
your woodworking pieces will remain stunning and well-protected for years to come.
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